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First of all, I want to  wish you all a Happy 
One-Day-Late Mother’s Day!  

 

 

 

 

 

Remember that as a woman, all life springs from you. So look at the world and 
smile. For without you, there would be no life. I hope your day was filled with 
sunshine, as well as flowers, with happy thoughts, enough to fill your home! 

 
Now, where do I begin? Since this is our very first issue of Gamma Chi The 
Communicator, I can go back to all the news from the beginning to relate to you. 
However, I will start our genesis with the birth of Spring, in particular Area XVI 
Spring Circles of Celebration. 

I believe that Area XVI is the only area in the state that has two big area events 

each year: Spring Circles of Celebration and the October Hands Across the Bor-
der. Both events are labors of love, but fresh faces are desired to chair the events 
and also to head up and help on committees. Myself and Toni Gagliardi from Eta 

Iota remain co-chairs for HAB this year, but we desire “shadows,” so that new 
people can be ready to chair in 2017. Think about it, and ask your colleagues from 
other chapters. We are making it easy for you as Toni has been developing a Play 
Book to follow. The 2017 Spring Circles of Celebration is scheduled for April 1, 

2017—no foolin’! 

 
In friendship, 

Bonita 
Bonita Chamberlin 
President and Editor 
lapis27@aol.com 
(619) 504-4924 
 



To log into the CA 
State website as a 
member: 

Login: use mem-
bership # 

Password: 
DKG2014society 

The DKG Society International is dropping Greek letter names for state organizations and will be 
using the State Name. We will be the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, California 
State Organization. 

The DKG California State Newsletter, the                                                                  is now digital. 
It will still be mailed to those without e-mail. Check the current issue out at: http://chistateca.org/
images/CA_Connection_March_16.pdf. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

In September of 2005, on the first day of school, Martha Cothren, a History teacher at  
Robinson High School in Little Rock, did something… not to be forgotten. On the first day of 
school, with the permission of the school superintendent, the principal and the building supervisor, 
she removed all of the desks in her classroom. When the first period kids entered the room they 
discovered that there were no desks. ‘Ms. Cothren, where are our desks?’ She replied, ‘You can’t 
have a desk until you tell me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.’ They thought, ‘Well, maybe it’s 
our grades.’ ‘No,’ she said. ‘Maybe it’s our behavior.’ She told them, ‘No, it’s not even your behav-
ior.’ 

And so, they came and went, the first period, second period, third period. Still, no desks were in the 
classroom. Kids called their parents to tell them what was happening and by early afternoon televi-
sion news crews had started gathering at the school to report about this crazy teacher who had  tak-
en all the desks out of her classroom. 

The final period of the day came and as the puzzled students found seats on the floor of the desk-
less classroom. Martha Cothren said, ‘Throughout the day no one has been able to tell me just what 
he or she has done to earn the right to sit at the desks that are ordinarily found in this classroom. 
Now I am going to tell you.’ 

At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the door of her classroom and opened it. Twenty-seven  
U.S. Armed Services Veterans, all in uniform, walked into that classroom, each one carrying a 
school desk. The Vets began placing the school desks in rows, and then they would walk over 
and stand alongside the wall. By the time the last soldier had set the final desk in place those kids 
started to understand, perhaps for the first time in their lives, just how the right to sit at those desks 
had been earned. 

Martha said, ‘You didn’t earn the right to sit at these desks. These heroes did it for you. They placed 
the desks here for you. They went halfway around the world, giving up their education and inter-
rupting their careers and families so you could have the freedoms you have. Now, it’s up to you to 
sit in them. It is your responsibility to learn, to be good students, and to be good citizens. They paid 
the price so that you could have the freedom to get an education. Don’t ever forget it.’ 

By the way, this is a true story. And this teacher was awarded the Veterans of Foreign Wars Teacher 
of the Year for the State of Arkansas in 2006. She is the daughter of a WWII POW. 
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Celebrate 

Commemorate  WHAT A TEACHER!!! 

Gamma Chi, 60 Year Anniversary 

RoseAnne Goodrow, 45 Years in DKG 

Ruby Gordon, 40 Years in DKG 

Communicate—DKG Moving Forward 



DKG Gamma Chi is sponsoring the Innocence Project presentation at the Benjamin Library 
on Tuesday, May 17 at 4:30 p.m. The Allied Gardens / Benjamin Library is located at 5188 
Zion Avenue, SD 92120, (619) 533-3970. 

The Gamma Chi APRIL MEETING was Tuesday, April 26 at 4:30 p.m. at the home of Doris 
Christopher. It followed up our March field trip to the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) 
in Carlsbad. The program was “Gems and Jewelry of the Rich and Famous” presented by Bonita. 
While beyond imagination at times, it was a fascinating view of gems.  

 Note: There was a conflict with the date/timing of the original program scheduled for April, 
“Ireland” with Elizabeth Frohoff.  We are looking forward to a time when Elizabeth is able to 
present her Ireland experiences while living there in the summer of 2015. Her Ireland travel blog 
was a wonderful history lesson. It’s a program not to be missed. 

 

 

Report on the Delta Kappa Gamma California State Convention April 30 - May 1, 2016 

What a wonderful weekend!  Thank you Gamma Chi chapter for allowing me to represent our 
chapter. After spending this past weekend at our state convention I’ve returned hopeful and re-
lieved that teachers who are in the classroom and those retired contribute so much to the shap-
ing of our children. The theme of “Treasure Our Past Design Our Future” was the common 
thread. Days and nights were filled with interest sessions, protocol of chapters (rules), laughter, 
and respect for one another. Quick smiles and genuine hellos turned into exchanges of emails 
and hugs by Sunday. Our keynote speakers had us laughing and crying which left impressions on 
each of us. 

My first session was on wellness. Dr. Stacey Hunt is a dermatologist who believes that healing 
and health is more than physical. She explained her philosophy that it involves spiritual and emo-
tional health, too. Of course we teachers like a free service so she was soon bulleted with ques-
tions about hair loss, wrinkles, and cancer. Dr. Hunt emphasized that teachers are nurturers and 
tend to forget about caring for themselves. 

Next, I went to a session on fraud and scams put on by AARP. Good information on what to do 
when we get these life and death phone calls that are scams. You can get more information from:  
aarp.org/fraud watch network. 

Finally, by attending Pettigrew Pfau’s session I have more wanderlust than before. She empha-
sized women who travel alone or in groups; how to research before you leave the U.S. and what 
to do with currency, passport, lodging etc. 

It’s good to know that from Santa Rosa to Nestor we are working together. Thank you for this 
opportunity.  Next year, we all should make it to L.A. just for the experience and you, too, will 
feel good. Let’s carpool!                                                                         Nancy Windus 

July 5–9, at Nashville’s Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center 
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Gamma Chi and Area XVI 

California State Organization 

DKG International Convention 



RUBINA FEROZE BHATTI 

NAME 

CONTACT INFO 

 

 
Mission: The DKG Society International promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education.  

 
Our Area XVI Spring Event was held at the Handlery Hotel in Hotel 
Circle on March 19th. The funds raised during this event are used for 

Area XVI Scholarships. Awards were presented to chapters as Service to 
Chapter, Professional Service, and Community Service. Area XVI Awards 
were presented to Jan Lorentzen of Eta Iota for Service to Area XVI; Dr. 
Sandra Golden for Professional Service and Mike and Terry Meaney for the 
San Diego Book Project as Service to Community. This was followed by a 
Recommitment Ceremony. Entertainment was by the Southbay Strings. 

I want to congratulate Gamma Chi for the wonderful donations to the silent 
auction. Our items alone brought in over $400! 

Like you, I’ve been thinking and worrying about Rubina, especially after the Easter Sunday bombing of Chris-
tians in Lahore, Pakistan. I just looked at her Facebook page and, of course, she is taking action, organizing a 
candlelight vigil.  

Rubina’s efforts as a peace activist have been internationally recognized. In 2005, she was one of the 1,000 
women nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for her work to address violence against women in Pakistan. She 
was selected as a Women Peace Maker in 2009 by the Joan B. Kroc Institute and in 2010 she received the 
World Vision International Peace Making Award. In July 2011, the U.S. National Women’s Political Caucus 
awarded her the Women of Courage Award. This year Rubina received the Award for Women Role Model by 
Markaz Group of Publications. 


